
Review of Les Misérables 

 

Note: This is a review of the touring production that I saw on October 22, 2019 at the Dr. Phillips Center in 

Orlando, Florida. Casting for future productions may be subject to change. 

 

The Production 

As one of the most-beloved musicals of all-time, Les Misérables’ magic continues to shine 

with this recently refreshed version by Cameron Mackintosh. Set in 19th-century France, the 

story tells of Jean Valjean and his ongoing quest to find redemption from his crime. Along 

the way, we are introduced to a bevy of characters who will each play a part in this process. 

Overall, the story can be a bit Dickensian as there are several characters and subplots 

interwoven among the main story. However, the musical masterfully weaves each 

character’s part into one cohesive story. 

 

The Music 

One of the most familiar aspects of the production, the music for Les Misérables seems just 

as fresh and as memorable as it was when the production first opened over 30 years ago. 

The emotional quality of the music translates well to the audience as we can relate to each 

character who sings their song. Mostly presented in an opera-like style, each piece flows 

seamlessly throughout the show. 

 

The Cast 

Playing the lead role of Jean Valjean is Nick Cartell. With large shoes to fill from previous 

Valjeans, he masterfully embodies the role and makes it his own. As one of the pinnacle 

songs in musical theatre history, he provides a wonderful and tender rendition of “Bring Him 

Home” that will find even the stingiest of theatregoers wiping away a tear. His counterpart, 

Javert (played by Josh Davis), was equally as powerful as the begrudged and merciless 

police inspector. Indeed, the entire cast’s chemistry and ability to connect with the audience 

was flawless. 

 

The Experience 

As one of Broadway’s foundational shows, there are not enough superlatives to attribute 

this production, and all are well-deserved. Les Misérables gives us hope that, in an 

ever-darkening world, we can be a force for good. It is one of the best productions I have 

had the privilege of seeing, and hope it continues to share its message for years to come. 


